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ence by which their religious life was consecrated, a fourth
vow which bound them, according to the dictates of
obedience, to dedicate their energies to the education of
youth.1
This did not mean that their whole life was to be rounded
by a classroom. Thek constitutions, which set before
them high paths of prayer and union with God, make this
fact sufficiently clear. But the external circumstances were
to be planned round thek school-life, and were to be
systematised with a skill and a good sense that must have
advanced the development of girls' education in France.
The Constitutions2 show us that the different houses of
the Order were largely independent of one another. They
describe the internal administration of the community, the
duties of its Superiors, its legislative assemblies, the
different offices of the household, foremost among which
may be counted that of the mistress-general. The pupils,
who appear to have been admitted on more democratic
principles than usually prevailed at the time (as would
appear from some words of Madame de Maintenon at St.
Cyr), were divided into large classes, somewhat after the
1 This fourth vow, made also by the Ladies of St. Cyr and later by the Religious
of the Sacred Heart, has sometimes been interpreted as a vow to tfacb. Thus, Dr. H.
Barnard in Madame de Maintenon and Saint-Cyr, p. 45, comments on the unfitness
for such work of some of the religious. To the nun it is made clear that the vow
is fulfilled by any species of help given in the work of the school according to
individual talents, and still more according to the orders of Superiors. Moreover,
this vow does not put teaching as the primary object of life, as the ftatn? writer
suggests (p. 199). The nun's first aim must always be the fulfilment of her
religious duties and the perfection of her life with God*
1 The French Ursuline nuns must not be confused with Les Ursu/es of D61e, a
congregation founded a few years previously by Anne de Xainctonge, chiefly for
the education of the poor. The Rule of the Ursttkf is based upon that of St.
Ignatius, and the nuns are not cloistered. Their history is of special interest on
account of the remarkable character of their foundress and the almost unparalleled
difficulties which she had to surmount. This congregation had a secondary school
at Oxford, and is now settled at Versailles.